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1. His oninion of Ddeing a Police oificex
2. His job in relation to the court system,
5+ Problems in the Holland cormunity.
4, How his day is snent on the force.
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Se Tamily life and the importance of his wife.

6. HNotivation leading him to becoming a Police officer.
Te BSatisifaction of self and career.
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» Dangers of the job.,



. Interview oF Corsoral John De Jonge

Janua“{ 1” 7
Ann He mus an “"*“kblken

Bnn: What this is for is that we are in an Znglish RYass and we are
out to hopefully write some kind of a conflomeration of interviews
-4 ¢ and discussiong of people in ilolland and hopefully try to compile a
s picture of what kind of people make up Holland and we thought a

policeman would make an int “°stinv contribution. We want to make a

>

magasine Or spmething like thaﬁ I guess the Tirst guestion would ke
Pote-tow long have you served on the police force?
John: nine years this past October.
Ann’ Da you enjoy it?
Jokn You have to enjoy it. It's 2 harsd job . with rotating shifts and
the court systems and I would find it very hard to leave
right now. " You have to eanjoy it in order to stick

with it.
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Jonn With every arrasst, unless the person mzkss an arraignment, this
would be a mlmdenmeanor case.. Thers is normzally a Pft:riai conferance
and preliminary examination and than a court trial. Zvea the

. ! L v
fficer mar L2 on oif duty.

status &t takes a lot of time away
1is f2nlly and a lot of times he may be working midnights
and be 2t wor: at 8 in the morning and at a triasl at 12. It takes
2 lot of his tim¢ He's there at tsn to work or on his days off. To
the job from somcone not in %his profession, it may look like an easy
Jjob .s.. s8itting in an alrconditioned cruiser
RBna Are they aivconditioned? -~ ‘o <o () whor foia 40 ;5:raﬂﬂ adny
John {lz2ugh) There are aspects that you do run into problems maybe

snall techniealities where you nave seconds to make a decision

when judges and lawyers with years of  experlence and all the time
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on their hands can sit back and research your decision and make their
own deci:.sion on whether in that split second you made the right one
finn Jhat is the most challenging or toughest part of your job?

Gonn In tnie :dolland community, our major loss, dollar wise, is due to
traffic zeccidents... the biggest single loss. So in iiolland, traffic
control is @z major function with the department. There we have our

primary duties... traffic enforcement... Service cﬁ“ﬂ€°fiJ arses
alao and investigations, thefts, assaults...general ihvestigaticna.
Cur primary duty is traffic eanforcement and preventive patrol and to

respond to smergency situations and ceiminal type investigations...

2iso o stand by in civil areas... a3 peace officers...removal of
provarty...they want a police officer there. Accidents, someone
) -
taes off with the wronz properiy..repngscéionor somefbody moves out

-

and =re Torced out of an zparimeni or landlord forces someone ...thes
Pete. fneysay 2 1ot of the policemans problems is to try and be in
vohn Je inliially make contact in family didturbances type céalls. We

ov2 an ageacy in the desparigent where all domestic type calls are

roeferred after the initial,contact zad they have worked out case

workers through Hope Colleze. Some of the students have received
collsge credit working a3 case vorkers solving problems and crime

nelp. That hus reduced cur aumber of repeated disturbance calls
whers we keep Jolng back to tThe same house, weekend after weekend.
A man comes houe drunl:, has a fight wikh his wife. lhen 1 started
working nipe years ago, a dispateh would giﬁe the address, you knew
where o go.,, youlve been there numercus times before. low since

we nzve the referral service,community service unit, we dont have

to reneat calls as much az we used to. 30 you aren’t as certain as to
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who you arz going to meet with on most of the times because you

dont have to meet with them too often.. It3 impertant that the
att o o
officers that do work as the initial call, strike up a good Xepore, ‘fipss+i
=3 ' i

because any calls thereafter with the police might cause problems
with the nexl response.
Bnn You mentioned repore, what is the repore of the HPD in Holland?
John I think, az a whole, the HPD is thought highly of. At least we géF
that impression from the amount of mail we receive thanking officers
for their service to the public. I think as a whole, the citizens
~f Holland are behind the PD I would hope so (laugh).
Bete Do you spend a lot of time in the patrol car or do mostly...?
U'Ghn fy time is split between affice duties and patrol. Im ;the
road patrol ...or an assistant supervisor for my shift. There is an
sh=
overlap... The patrol luttenant is 957 office...doing police re-
—

S.earch for differeat provlems where we should be directing our
attention. Lf we have a number of break-ins in an area developing.
Jheﬁll dc the research for where we have the most probleas.

Ann It is 2 toem offort.
Joun However the officer on the field is responsible. But I am his

irmediate supervisor and 1 am responsible for him.

Bnn Lo you have z family?

QBhn yes, I have two boys, one is 7 the other 4.
Ann Jo tney want to be a policeman like their Paddy?
thn (Laughs) Oh yes, Ddoth .are waiting to become 2 policeman.

though one is more inclined towards going bn the direction of his
s7
1 Uncle whose line Lf work is a sherriff-incharge of the E-Unit.
——————
dolland has a very good amdbulance service which is probably better
equipped thafg those in G.R. They have a very good response time,

and ve: -y modern eguipnent.
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Pote During tne winter and on icy roads how can the police cars and
snbulance have 3 good response tirme?

Oshn  Sach year we have driving tests . None of which are taken place
in the snam, but now many areas are starting to pur this intro effect
tsually the officers know how road conditions will be.

Ban 1Is it tougher to be z policepan in the wintertime?

§5nn Uh yes, there are acre accidenits and road blocks and other types

of emergenc: 2s that require us to be outside for a long period of time
‘e harda nusber of policemen with frostbite.

Pete Do you have any relatives in the Holland area?

John Yes, I have a brother-in-law in Ottawa county and my father

iives in Zeelzad.
Ban ‘hat motiVated you i5 become a policeman?

vohit Oh thers are a lot of things. 1 was brought up in Zeeland and N

Tnere ig a policeman in Zeeland that probably influencaime to quite

He was a2 man on tne beat- he knew what was happening. He
1 B\ ha

Wad a good repore with The kidsM And in another area I had sone

contact with a polir_‘f{afficer in another azgency that gave me a

negative viewpoint...that too maJa me decide...seeing both typss

I think I could make a contribution as a police officer...to be
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service to the communiiy as Police officer and not to be the
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ive tyne. ’/’*
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Ban liow that you sre a polics officer are you satisfied with yourself?
John Tes, I am very plezsed with my performance thus far. Of course

promotions ar

LtV

rare and there are timess when you are held back
from 2 level- I .am 2ot speaking _o“ mysel?, And so it is z great

honor %o move from

i

lswer to 2 higher rank, from road pairol
4

to an officer with responsibility. I think, the initial step from

a road patrol officer to = supery 1sor caphc1ty sonetimes if an
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officer really wants to get é:}ead,a guy has to die or retire
before hegs going to e promoted or a new job created in the depart-
ment. Or nds going to have to quit . Of course some officers. _
thats all they want is to ®e a road patrolman. They dont want the

m

supervisory duties. They perform great out on the road am their

own as individual unit

w

. They are very important to the department
25 wall., They cant all bs supervisors, not 2ll supervisors make
“good patrol officers. I think you have to like what you are doing
to enjoy the job;

fan “That varieiy is there as a policeman?

John I an quite independent. I can come in the station and do paper
work and yet, if I feel claustrophcbig I can go out an the
road. I can be in or outside;; whearas the guys on the road are

really ...stay out there- they khow they are going to stay out
there. They are probably going'#“ e oul on the field nore than
uyself, unless sé?ss sitvations call for a supervisor. then 1
go out Herc. Like the day I am not aging to wear long underwear
: I am going 1o have to dress according to the day%
job... eitner iﬂSiJE or outside. If they are outside for a long
duration of time, theyll be cold no matter what they are wearing.

Rnn Besides the variety of policework, what elss do you like as a

John There is a certain amount of suspense connected with the job,
playing with life er death 3ituations. An officer neVer Xnows what
is going to:¢ransnire’ vhat hds zoiag to run across. 8o hds
always geared up, looking for that something, that unexpected
somethking. I think that also adds to the stress of the job.
There is a high diworce rate. Also I dagt know the exact percent-
2ges but there are, I would say, a lot of suicides.

@nn hat is that due to?
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John That is due to both. In my particular case, I am quite fortunate.

My wife came foom a family where the father had a rotating type

. . Lhe ] e hilc) .
gshift. I got wworn in khe,pelice deparwment |, 4o morning and

marcizd that night. Thats all shels ever knowvn as far as married life
is this type of shift. If if got better (laugh) if the hougs got
better, 1 think for 2 lot of officers coming in from other areas of
employdiint~ salesman, fagﬁtory workers coming in with a 7-4, or a
(-
-4, puncn the cloclk, 5 days a week, and tha%s it. It would proba-
bly be a harder adjustment for their family than for myself, Fh? married
life and carrer life began on the same day.
Ban Your wifa nust be impdriant, ghe can't help but be involved.
How do you handle %that?
John A wife of a2 policenan has To be guite independent. She has

: ) /
mage in the father’s abscence. She plays
W

ol

O

=]

be a motasr and a futher

a big role in... If you get a wife that’s loving and -‘onsiderate

.

m G . = ; Y
that will start your day off on a right step, so to speak, you dont
come to worlk with any problems at home- it makes your job easier

nlc some cfficers come in don't always come in with
- -
\ﬁ$ their wifes full backinz this is wnere it creates problems.
SEL A :
ot only with the officer’s performance but also in arriving where
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1e might te into dangerf I think an officer has to make sure his hore

life is in order no other things that are bothering him. The job

calls Tor 1.2, alsriness for driving a motoqﬁehicle. ieor observa-
tions of what iz zoing around hin., A wife is a big part in a
pnlics}ﬁficat! overall performance., [y wife when I leave for work, we
lezve on z nots that T nmay not be home at ths end of my shift. e

might not e¥zr be Together again

Ann = there thzt fear?

gohn I think so} you never know what vou are going to run into. You
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Jaigred . - _ _— 3 ) )
could be * sxed in a notoruvehicle acecident, you could be blown away,
you dont know. So you make sure everything is in contfol in case

nappan She feels too, sh2d hate to leave an a sour note.

1t does
ii%e, shed have guilt feelings if something happeas to me after sonme

problemsg. UWe are like everyone elSﬁ,we do have problems but we
ra&o0lve then - as soon as we can and always before I go

t0o work. thean I leage for work it is never on a sour note.

vl
Pu'“ Do your boys realize this?

I do, the uncertainty. Vvhen(their)home they are to see daddy

to work and greet me owm the merning arter the night shift.

- ’ - ¥ . : B . L -
John I dont believe ¥ney have the feelings that my wife does or that

Bnn  That are some ideals or goals the HPD have for this community?
¥ f £ Y F—‘—u ::1." ": 'l I~
Joha Our goala*gr*th YERaaTa ah ‘tha police department is to be the

%0

=t PD that money can tuy and perform {k; services that are needed.
Ad to and we aredt going to eliminate crime but suppress crime.
Crimes azgainst property, crimes against people and also reduction of
accidents through rigid traffic enforcement programs.

fete iHow larze is this forcs

Yohn The total is 53 Sauad personel.

fnn Ts that adequate?

JohnIC I think it is for the services the city requires.

pete Do you live in the city?

John - I live outside the city. Close to half live outside the city.

Pdete  How many Latinos ars on the force?

:ﬁnu1 ile have three Spanish-Americans on the force~ try to have one

ner platoon. Which helps the LA community when the need arises

for interpreters.
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