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I - or c •• , ro' "st we will i!.sk y "wr-at .1 .. yOl.4.!" ar.e?

Rober+ BI""lwn.

And hm long t'layc you been te hing at .io}.e C"'lle e'.

R; 16 years.

T: How long have you been a psychologist? Teacher •.•

ell ..• Herc Y0U ean?

, . ..•when iOU tart~d.

1, Well ... I. Jppo~e dt.lrte ir ..he psycho og••.• with .y. a.ter
jegrep ••• when I W'd,;:) teachitlg hi:;h school in Grand 'pids ar~d a
.•.w s working part in a counselinb vffice. I bec e interested
~n human b~hayior. y undergradua ... ·" training WL history and
M 0. ~pan.:~sh teacher and I ended up of course teachiqg history
~d efl6lish. Then I moved on ••. for about 10 ycar~ I was in
public education in high schoo-~. I t"J.ught in the junior high
one time. But back to your question. While I was working in
my masters degree while teaching .•• ' became interested in hwnan
behavi.or. And urn ••• this wa... in Ann Arbor, in we .. tern, Lichigan,
and then gradually found myself sliding more and mor€ .•• ~nto the
interect areR of "~an dynami~s and .ersonality ~d things like
that. And then urn ..• I stayed right with that and went on to my
doctorate at .ichlgan Stat. • finished that up after I had b en
"ere at Hope ior thi~k about •.• oh 2 years. I had most of it
done when I came to nope in a ... 1960. r d ..m.oo. then I finished
my d ree in 62.

'1'. Your do~tor~·te degree?

R: Right, then" 've boon psychology .•. l came to Hope in the depart­
ment of psycholo 1. Teachine child psychology end intro. and •••

~: Do you e1 joy tc~~~ing it~

i: 0h, yes, very muon, yes i deed. ";"y;. lwa.y::> liKed this place.



':e've had ~hances to go else where, but I think w1at I liked about
Hope Collge was. or has been the ••• quality of the student and the
size of thw school and the department .•• particularly the PRY­
chology nepartment because its ... its uh maintained diver3ifi­
cation. We all have our own areas of speciality. 'e're not all
cut out of the same cloth ... so to speak. ~le're not all bepavor­
ists. you know, we're not all hard core experimentialist '. But
we r'present all of these. you know, And thats good I think,
From the stand point of working in a department like that and
also I think from the stand point of the departments devlopment
you know, and of offerance to the student.

T: Have you worked besides teaching ... have you worked in an insti­
tution?

R: No, uh I ... no 1 'm not employed elsewhere. I have from time to
time been contracted, so to speak. for short periods of consul­
tation with programs. In the state, I'm a licensed psychologist
for the state of Michigan and being that has given me an oppor­
tunity to supervise other psychologists who are seeking creden­
tials such as this .. ,and from time to time people will call and
consult with me on primarly the uh behvaioral divlculties. I
can see some people on a very limited basis, occasionally.
:tudents use me this way also, quite frequently during the year.
I would say that I probably see about 20 to 25 students in some
form of therapy.,.every year.

B: Are these ~~dents that you know very well?

R: No. they are just students that are aware that •.• I'll fit the~

into my schedule if·~t's available for them .. And that if ';hey're
~eeking help in difficulties with emotional problems or, ~.heY'll

be refered to me by some other student who, known that this help
is here if they want it.

E: What type of problems do they have? Junt you "now. family
problems or ... ?

,: Oh ... I don't know. It's Uh ••• c~ts across the whole galant of
identity crinis •. ,some are tied up with long standing family
difficulties that they are trying to resolve themselves here.,.
male-female relationshmps, not to be motivated so to speak •..
to loose motivation, despondacy. Quite frequently if I aere to
clas.;ify them, many of them are in the state o~ some forn of ...
over reaction to a crisis or kind of depressive reaction to a
crisis that they are aling with. And ••• that's about it.

T: Are these good students?

i: Ch, yes indeed. Jeveral of them are, you know, .•• !'~ working
with three students right now•.. ! see them once a week now, for
the lact three weeks. Two of them have a gpa, of about J.4, one
has a g.p.a. of 3.2 and ... yes, indeed, in facts sometimes it'~
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B: Do you have any Children?

{: Yeo, I h ve th~ee. La~ of co~-se, our old t daugh+er in
marr: . 'd . nd h s four chil ran ':lOW. She just rem rried .•. she
,a two of h r own frv a revmouo ~ri ge d cquiren two

mo....e:.;. h'~r __cond m:,.;.rriB.&t.:. ~L, ne ha .... "01 r cn~l rc now.
Ald ••• ff our rcxt, h is GJ •• G~ a ~< ~ st entered the



airforce 1 st week. 10 he ' wown at Alicklon airforc€ base.
Ha dy L 2 a."'ld he is 1ivl i'1 i.L.. own :_lttle t r naper shack,
out h ro r)2!3o (: p ...ce, ar 'i -king i.~ ga:.. stat" 0... ent
to Hope ~OT tw years and t'en deci1ed to wine ~ mn his own
for whl to: aad maybe come back. But he's been -,one bout a
year now. Kind of exploring himself a little bit.

~en y U re ~ai~tng

or I t now... cew t
~he k~ds, ~id you rals

f y logy ;asis?
them on a ••• I

q; 1 suppo~e some of the thl~p s~i ped into th t. ~her are no
proffe:>ional parent.... We1re 1] 1.Jnatures really. Je learn
parent by being paren-~ed. M.(':. U 1 gueE oeca "lonally I W 8
avoiding some of the things th t I didn't want our kids to
pxperiem c t .at I h r! experi nr "d, r r ...tence ch· ..; ab rce
of fathE~r ir. a fam~ly. ~y mother was ill most of . y l~ft;,

and ••• ~ortun~tely I had 1 very ha~lthy wife,so, ~he wa~ involved.
B Je bl th wo~k u all durin the'times the kids wer coming up in

age. \nd we thought that was, fairly good t'line, to Gee that
y""u Know, nu ..ban anc wife, mother "':d f, ther ...,oth co.,tributetl
to t.l& f ily. I: thout tryiflt, to neglect the ki·_" But nu I
...... +.h T was a p:...remt first, husband seco.l,d, md [aybe a
psych\,~ou~ ,t th';"rd, yo;;, know, when it came to the kid.. .'\nd
••• I 'up Of:e 'eryone would say, It' 'ell, if I had tl.,; do it over
15' ", EY£.Ol_lau-h:·" ol 11 , I u40SS it worked out o.k.

, . _ V J. or jail C" wythi 1. They leo kills mos.
of +

B: id JOU ~ver want your kids to co into what you're teachlng
now')

~: .0, I ~ad no desire for ~hat. ~uite the contrary, +hink we
~ot~ e re ~Arselves, Ruth 1d my el~, to the fact t at we
want d l"u hopefully allow +. k"d to v in their own directlor
<:"15 much as possible .•. I am of the 'elief that the parents in-
flu nce flyer th ''\:i if' tl"e . y rea' :_y c:d:- -}t about 15.
I think th,t by t at ti e, " iven the everyth·ng that y 1
can iv qnd re ·~ted "'0 evf" ., that you roe i; to. "'1.i"+er
th +, yo ''''8 not eoloe, to r ..l'l{ e anytLi ... • •. we
did verything we could tl ~ a p~t of their world. But I
didn't want them to be what I wa3, or b~ wh.t my wife ~S. And
lnt restlnr ''''nough, . t'3 that 'tray. ..., ura h alway. been
in+ -es+ -d i:-. nei ~ c' e. ~he Irk; in the hv..:; tal hpre, ire th
la; w.u ••• ~eff ha3 bten w· r~. ing for him~€lf through his music
and his rt. He is a trem~n~o~s uazz us1cian. he just could It
qu;te f~ 1 that now would be the time to break out on h1S own,
he didntt have enough money for it, and I couldn't lfford it.
So, 0 decided ..bout two months a{;C'J, I'm going t, go in the
air for ~~d ~t :h away so money. J fo~ year~ "j ~'ll

try d 1l<:e y bre D< i music. And .•. ad I said R dy ...
I do~'t krow, were he'll end up. net got kind of a busines~

head on hlm and independant. He' the mose ind~pendent of th J.

r: Hav yo o for advice of a p ycnolooY



matte"'?

R, Oh, yes as they got older they did this. And that's the hard­
est thing to do becm...sp. yr'l're 60 close to them. It's very
hard to be objective V"her. you're subjectively wound up with
your immediate family. ~o, it was like you said, advice, and
or some suggestions. lometimes they took it and sometl"Tles they
would do something else. (everyone laughe)

B: Did your relatives ever ask you foI' adVice?

R: Oh yeah, once in a while, it has occured. You see the role that
you have as a psychologist is often very clumsy. People will
••• well '11 GO to a party and they'll introduce ~e to someone
who is new in the neighborhood, someone who they want me to meet,
and ••. oh I say yes, 1 1 m Robert Brown and they say this is Jr.
Brown the psychologist. Immediately some of these people get
the ~eeling that they are sitting there underware!l(we all laugh)
YouXnow, 1 1 m analyzing everything that they're saying. I'm
not that kind of a person, I don't want that role. So, when
I can ••. I try and switch it on and off as much a~ possible
when I'm with people. And ••. we don't have all o~ the answers
by , long shot.

Have you ever had any emb~r~~~ing or unny situat on~ in teach­
ing c~asses'"

'lell, we ~ike to think that tJ,ere is some humor ill the class
most of the time. ~mbarassir~ situations, I don't ~now. I ~/t
recall any. I'M sure there are some. ~ell there ~~ obviously
one, ;ost peop:! e, males in teaching, had that experience at one
time. I had ~hat experience' walking into clas~ with ~y fly
unzipp,d. (we all laugh) Teach:ng the whole hour with my fly
unzipped. Only to be told at t'e end of the hour by a male
student th",t it was open. (VlH 11 laue;h! \

B: That would be f tnny!!

~: Ye, 't was!!!

~; I like our cIa. s second hour, our test 1s to or 'ow.

i, Yeah tight. You'll no all ri,ht on that. I think ¥ou get a
styl for th test now. That' the main thint, ge:tt In;> the flavor
of thl' fir::.t test and how thE" questions Vi~ll be askl:d. The
rest 0f the will all be th·:> s; e kind of tefJ"l.. ~J' st. rt getting
irto ')m ne~ ty ~tuff too. I.ore of the beha"ior 1 stuff.

T, I liked it to , but I didn't do very well.

1

Well you
. t jidr I

1, Y

had trouble with that course ~or a while.
JOur,

nit, ) very

You passed



R: It was rea ing t, ough.

~. Yes, becaus of my english.

~: WeI] I wish I could remeriibel' my Spanish. BLt, -: h~.vt·n't uBed
~ t in so long. J. can sti11 read a little of .. t ... t.u~ I wi ..h
I c ..dd have kept it t,;.p. lecausc I have 0 any cha~ces J en­
coun~ered so dny panish speakinG peopl~. J went to a 5choo~

wher' there were ~o peopl~ who :poke th l~UEg. Then J came
to th~s school and we've had a gr~dual d~ve'opcent ~n the area
o~ if niph 'peaking peopl~. I wivo I ad stlll ~~ on to it.
But, I' to olu to rehearse now.

B: ~a+ wo Id you l~ke to do after yo~ ret~re?

R: Oh boy. I don't know!! : think ••• you C~ see ~n here (points
to tho p'ct~~es cf boats on the w?ll), +hat TI ~~~lor. And
.•• ave bee a!' rr.y life. Th~s is our b at which we ~uis_ on
LakE: . chig. ill w: th. t·Y wife L ... an aVl a~ '0'" d t.~r cest
c"ew. sh and .yoJ If take this boat all ver the ' ake in tIl
Ourn]l rt I:le. 0)' 1 to Beaver islands, .Iarbor .jay CL. '1 p.l..aces liK
that. de~y I 'uppose I'd like to ret~re••• ~ell everythi.~

take thi b at or sell it. And then bUy another bo~t "n the
Car~ be n 0 e pace. -uc:t bu..-n around on 1;0. ,:;ail boat.

B: Th' + so d o...·e, +! !

Th, t WQ "d b

B: lou] d you eve'" u b.. ('.{ to .L orwoyr

R: 'ell., just to v· si t again I think. I onIt i;hink .h. + I would
retir'c i.l ~ foreign country. I th ~ 1k long as h;lV .y
physic"l strength and my wife has hers, we can travel. ~

SUppOG6 she'd like to do that. One thin we've talke-i about in
the last 5 years very strongly ••. 3n.d that G to :'1;11 the house
and move into an apartment, change our livin5 style. The house
~.3 j~'st too much for two people. ,ove' nto an l.partment WId try
to live there. And do some reading or 11e vrl. ti,.LG that ~ant tl
do. I' 1 looking forward to 1 t. Uf courti Y lU ~ ty nCJt know I m.
a, clock maker and a collector. I havo abou~ '20 ClOC'D in my
collect." on. I repair them and tinkeyo w· th "tft,_~rn ,..flU get them
runnillb ag•.dn. I thought thu+ perhapu y'" ,t of .tirerr ent might
be .;pent again, ati ny goinu back t r.'ly :.. l£. l in the base­
ment ..• ~ wo~king on clocks.

B: How di you get interested in th~t,
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1': I u: lJ('J,lly us:' "you.' '4nd 'why' •.d1 d that was one of the things
that th teacher told me that ly son got •
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t 1 i th~rc qnyth'n el r?

T: Oh yes!!

.,clG th~s been of .,orne help"'"

~. You know that we arc 'ryj v to muk a m'gazlne?

R: ~h~~ is what I underst~nd .•. youOre putting it altogether. Other
people are interviewing other people, riGht?

B: 'hyc",!!

B: Ie had a li ..... t of people to interview and we picked ~ou LleC<:l.\.•~e

;h h'l.d you for clan $)..lld ~o do I. tJe both liked you so ••.

T: ~aybe we will come back again if we forgot something.

~. See you, that!ks ~lot!!


